19  0^. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  been  informed  that  1,020  houses  were 
inhabited  in  1904.  This  is  six  more  than  were 
occupied  in  1901,  the  year  of  the  census.  The 
increase  is  too  small  to  justify  any  alteration  in 
the  estimate  of  population,  which  I  leave  as 
before,  viz  :  4,624.  Consequently  there  is  quite 
sufficient 

House  Accommodation. — There  are  many 
empty  houses  in  each  township.  However,  one 
new  cottage  house  has  been  built. 

Sewerage. — A  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  in  completing  the  main  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  works,  and  in  connecting  the  houses 
with  the  se  vers.  500  yards  of  Gin.  pipes  have 
been  in  this  way  laid  for  the  property  owners. 
All  the  villages  and  larger  groups  of  houses  are 
now  well  drained.  There  are  a  few  outlying 
places  where  the  drainage  is  at  fault  and  needs 
your  attention,  as  for  instance  at  Hade  Edge 
and  Flowery  Fheld. 

Scavenging. — Covered  ashes  privies  are 
mostly  in  use,  but  there  are  also  a  few  pail 
closets.  They  are  emptied  by  contractors,  by 
the  sanitary  staff,  and  at  distant  outlying  places 
by  the  owners  and  occupiers.  The  system  is 
being  improved.  No  complaints  have  reached 
me  this  year.  8  new  covered  privies  have  been 
built.  4  have  been  reconstructed.  Several 
large  privies  have  been  divided  without  being 
much  improved  thereby. 

Water. — Very  large  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  water  supply  during  the  past  year.  A 
cistern  has  been  constructed  at  Goose  Holes, 
and  5  miles  of  water  mains  have  been  laid,  or 
are  in  course  of  being  laid,  to  supply  Hade  Edge, 
Boshaw.  Scholes  Moor.  Paris,  Scholes,  Hep- 
worth,  and  Fulatone  village,  and  to  connect  with 
the  old  system  of  mains  from  the  Banktiouse 
reservoir  in  such  a  way  that  the  two  systems 
will  supplement  each  other.  Another  source  of 
water  has  been  obtained  from  the  Magnum 
drift,  which  will  be  added  to  the  mains  at  Goose 
Holes.  It  is  then  expected  that  the  supply  will 
be  sufficient  for  so  much  of  the  district  as  lies 
below  its  level.  If  it  is  not  sufficient,  in  a  dis¬ 
trict  where  the  rainfall  amounts  in  some  parts  to 
nearly  50  inches  ])er  annum,  it  will  not  be  im- 
po.ssible  to  find  other  sources  and  to  add  the 
water  to  this  extensive  system  of  mains  at  little 
additional  cost. 

I  believe  the  water  both  at  Bankhouse  and  at 
Goose  Holes  is  very  good  and  pure.  Their 
sources  should  be  carefully  jtrotected  from 
any  admixture  with  surface  water  of  doubtful 
purity 

Unfortunately  there  are  several  small  groups 
of  houses  which  need  water,  but  they  lie  at  too 
great  an  elevation  to  be  supplied  from  the  present 
leservoirs.  Gf  such  I  may  mention  Law  Bot¬ 
tom  anil  Victoria. 


Lodging  Houses. — There  are  no  Common 
Lodging  Houses. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  Offensive 
Trades. 

Slaughter  Houses. — One  of  these  has  been 
closed.  The  remaining  three  are  fairly  well  kept. 

Cowsheds. — I  do  not  know  of  any  improve¬ 
ment  during  the  past  year.  Those  built  or  re¬ 
modelled  recently  are  fairly  good,  but  there  are 
some  old  cowsheds  that  are  very  defective  as  to 
air  space,  ventilation,  lighting,  and  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  cleaulinessi  Some  farmyards  are  badly 
kept,  the  manure  being  carelessly  wasted. 

On  approaching  one  farm  recently,  I  found 
the  liquid  draining  from  the  cowsheds,  which  is 
very  valuable  when  rightly  used,  was  plainly 
evident  both  to  sight  and  smell  quite  200  yards 
along  the  road.  The  register  requires  to  be  re¬ 
vised,  as  some  cowkeepers  we  have  visited  say 
thej'  do  not  now  .sell  milk. 

Factories  a,nd  Workshops. — There  are  26 
workshops  in  the  district.  They  include  prem¬ 
ises  occupied  by  tailors,  dressmakers,  shoe¬ 
makers,  doggers,  joiners,  wheelwrights,  black¬ 
smiths,  mechanics,  one  oat  cake  baker,  and  one 
photographer. 

The  tailors’  and  dressmakers’  workshops 
were  satisfactory  in  every  way.  The  doggers’ 
and  blacksmiths’  shops  were  not  very  well  kept. 
The  other  workshops  were  in  good  order.  They 
are  mostly  on  a  small  scale.  Many  are  really 
domestic  workshops,  and  some  only  employ  ont* 
assistant  or  apprentice. 

The  bakehouse  is  quite  suitable  in  structure, 
but  at  our  last  visit  it  was  not  very  clean.  I  am 
told  that  no  work  is  sent  to  private  houses,  and 
no  list  of  out-workers  has  been  received. 

Nuisances. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  at  the  end  of  1908,  one  nuisance  remained, 
36  have  been  reported,  and  33  abated  during  the 
year,  leaving  4  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1904. 

16  legal  notices  for  abatement  of  nuisances 
were  issued. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — The  births  of  120  infants  were 
regi.'tered  :  64  boys  and  56  girls.  The  birth¬ 
rate  was  25.9  per  thousand  persons  living  within 
the  district  per  annum.  This  is  the  lowest 
birth-rate  since  the  district  was  formed.  The 
average  rate  for  the  previous  eight  years  was 
29.2.  'I’he  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1904  was  27.9  which  also  was  the  lowest  on 
record. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  75,  leaving  an  ex¬ 
cess  of  births  over  deaths  of  45. 

Deaths. — 74  deaths  were  registered  within 
the  disli  ict,  and  one  person  belonging  to  the 
district  died  at  Deanhouse  Workhouse,  making 
a  total  of  75,  of  whom  40  were  males  and  35 
females.  The  death-rate  was  16.2  per  thousand. 
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The  average  of  the  previous  eight  years  was 
16.6,  which  shows  a  slight  improvement.  The 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1904  was 
exactly  the  same,  viz  :  16.2.  But  New  Mill 
district  with  its  scanty  population  should  be 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  country  minus 
the  large  towns  ;  the  death-raie  of  that  portion 
was  15.3. 

On  looking  up  the  vital  statistics  for  the  last 
nine  years  I  have  been  very  much  impressed 
with  the  figures  showing  that  every  year  without 
exception  the  death-rate  for  New  Mill  was 
higher  than  that  for  Holmfirth.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  the  reason.  Is  it  because 
Holmfirth  is  in  advance  of  New  Mill  in  sanitary 
practice,  or  is  it  because  there  is  more  employ¬ 
ment  or  healthier  employment  in  Holmfirth  ? 
It  is  certain  the  workpeople  of  New  Mill  have 
in  many  cases  to  walk  long  distances  to  their 
work,  and  so  are  much  exposed  to  bad  weather, 
and  the  weather  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
mortality  in  New  Mill,  as  is  shewn  by  the 
quarterly  death-rates  which  were  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1904  16.4,  in  the  second  13.8,  in  the 
third  13.8,  and  the  4th  19.8. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 11  infants  died  before 
reaching  tne  age  of  twelve  months,  making  an 
infantile  mortality-rate  of  91.6  per  1,000  births, 
which  is  low  compared  with  that  of  146  per 
1,000  for  England  and  Wales,  and  speaks  well 
for  the  mothers  of  the  district. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rate  for 
each  township  was  : — 


Fulstone  .., 

.  31  . 

Hate. 

..  15.3  per  1,000  per  annum. 

Hepworth  . 

22 

..  21.0 

Scholes  .., 

.  22  . 

..  14.1 

Fatal  Diseases.— 

-The  following  diseases  were 

certified  as  the  causes  of  the  75  deaths  : — 


Kate 


Measles  . 

1  ... 

...  .2 

Membraneous  Croup 

1  ... 

...  .2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ... 

1  ... 

...  .2 

Influenza  . 

3  ... 

...  .6 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1  .... 

...  .2 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1  ... 

...  .2 

Phthisis  . 

7  ... 

...  1.5 

Other  Tubercular  | 
Diseases  [ 

2  ... 

...  .4 

Cancer  ...  . 

8  ... 

...  1.7 

Bronchitis  .  5  .  1.08 

Pneumonia  .  6  .  1.29 


Other  Diseases  of  1 
Respiratory  Organs  / 

1  .... 

..  .2 

Alcoholism  and  Cirr¬ 
hosis  of  Liver 

)8... 

...  .6 

Premature  Birth  .... 

..  2  ... 

...  .4 

Diseases  &  Accidents)  ^ 
of  Parturition  / 

...  .2 

Heart  Diseases . 

..  5  ... 

...  1.08 

Accidents  . . 

..  2  ... 

...  .4 

Suicides . 

..  2  ... 

...  .4 

All  other  Diseases  .. 

.  23  ... 

...  4.9 

Total  . 

.75 

16.2  per  1,000 

per  annum. 


The  zymotic  death-rate  was  .6,  which  is  low. 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  or  Consumption 
was  1.5,  which  is  high.  There  were  4  deaths 
from  Consumption  in  Fulstone,  2  in  Hepworth, 
and  1  in  Scholes. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was 
excessive. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — I  received 
certificates  referring  to  11  cases  of  notifiable 
disease,  viz  :  3  Small  Pox,  1  Croup,  1  Enteric 
Fever,  1  Erysipelas,  1  Puerperal  Fever,  and  4 
Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  of  Croup,  Erysipelas,  Puerperal 
and  Enteric  Fever  were  sporadic  cases  of  un¬ 
known  origin.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  com¬ 
prised  two  at  Piper  House,  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  annual  report  as  having  arisen  from 
a  previous  case  at  the  same  place,  a  case  at  Gate 
Foot,  which  was  probably  derived  from  the  cases 
at  Piper  House,  and  a  fourth  case  at  Tenter  Hill, 
which  was  notified  on  the  31st  of  December. 
The  origin  of  this  case  was  unknown,  but  it  was 
probably  associated  in  some  way  with  an  epi¬ 
demic  which  is  still  prevailing  in  Holmfirth 
This  last  case  was  sent  to  the  new  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Meltham. 

The  Small  Pox  cases  included  two  at  Paris 
and  one  at  Sudehill.  Neither  the  first  case  at 
Paris,  nor  the  case  at  Sudehill  was  notified  until 
the  patients  had  been  ill  for  several  days.  Each 
was  removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  on  the 
very  day  when  it  was  notified.  In  both  cases 
the  other  occupants  of  the  houses  had  been  freely 
exposed  to  the  infection.  I  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Council  should  induce  these 
contacts  to  remain  within  their  own  premises  for 
a  while  by  offering  to  pay  what  they  might  lose 
in  wages.  This  was  agreed  to  and  carried  out. 
The  mother  of  the  first  case  only  consented  to 
be  re-vaccinated  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
son’s  removal,  when,  as  it  turned  out,  it  was  too 
late,  for  she  developed  the  disease,  and  was 
promptly  removed  to  the  Hospital.  In  the 
Sudehill  case  there  were  seven  other  persons 
living  in  the  house.  They  were  all  vaccinated 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  none  of  them  took  the 
Small  Pox.  In  each  case  the  rooms  actually 
occupied  by  the  patients  were  fumigated  with 
the  formalin  lamp,  the  whole  house  was  thor¬ 
oughly  cleansed,  and  the  clothing,  etc.,  was 
steeped  in  disinfectants  before  washing.  The 
district  was  fortunate  in  getting  rid  so  easily  of 
two  separate  invasions  of  this  very  infectious 
disease. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  a  few 
cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken 
Pox,  and  Mumps  affecting  children,  and  a  severe 
epidemic  of  Influenza,  which  caused  three 
deaths  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 


ALBERT  THORP, 


Undercliffe, 
Holmfii  th. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  New  Mill, 
near  Huddersfield. 
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New  Mill  Urban  District. 


Vital  Statislics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  aad  previous  Years. 


Ykar. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimat¬ 
ed  to 
Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total 

Deaths  Registered  in 

THE  District. 

Deaths 
of  Non¬ 
residents 
register¬ 
ed  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

Deaths 

of 

R’sid’nts 
regist’r’d 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
beyond 
the 

district. 

Nett  Deaths 

AT  ALL  Ages 

BELONGING  TO 

THE  District. 

N  0. 

Rate.* 

Under  1  Year  of 
Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

No. 

Rate.* 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
regist’r'd 

No. 

Rate.* 

1894 

189.') 

• 

1896 

4624 

132 

28-5 

16 

121-2 

85 

18-3 

1 

1 

85 

18-3 

1897 

4624 

161 

34-8 

25 

155-3 

91 

19-6 

91 

19-6 

1898 

4624 

136 

29-4 

14 

102-9 

67 

14-4 

1 

68 

14-7 

1 899 

4624 

136 

29  4 

20 

147  0 

73 

15-7 

73 

15-7 

1900 

4624 

139 

30-0 

15 

107-9 

77 

16-6 

1 

2 

78 

16-8 

1901 

4624 

120 

25-9 

17 

141-6 

63 

13-6 

7 

70 

15-1 

1902 

4656 

124 

26-6 

17 

137-1 

69 

14-8 

3 

72 

15-4 

190H 

4624 

134 

28-9 

15 

111-9 

66 

14-2 

1 

67 

14-4 

Averages 

1 

for  years 

4628 

135-25 

29-2 

17-6 

130-3 

76-37 

16-5 

78 

16-68 

1896-1903. 

! 

1904 

4624 

120 

25-9 

11 

91-6 

74 

16-0 

1 

75 

16-2 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  \ 
covered  by  water  ...  ...  ...  ) 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


4624 

1014 

4-55 
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TABLE  IV 


New  Mill  Urban  District. 

CdKses  of,  on(f,  Agrs  of,  Dcofh  (hiviioj  lOO/f. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Deaths  in  whole  Distp.ht  at  suimoined  Ages. 


All 

Ages. 


Measles .  1 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croupj  1 

Enteric  Fever . 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

Puerperal  Fever .  1 

Other  Septic  Diseases  .  1 

Phthisis  . 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease .  8 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia . . 


Other  Diseases  of  the  ) 
Bespiratory  Organs  » 


Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 


Premature  Birth. 


Diseases  and  Accidents  of) 
Parturition  ) 


Heart  Diseases.. 

Accidents . 

Suicides  . 

All  other  causes. 
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Deaths  in  Localities. 

(AT  ALL  AGES.) 
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1904. 


